Memorandum, on the Aborigines in the Jasin 
District of Malacca, dated 1892. 


By C. 0. Blagdex. 


[This memorandum is taken from an official file in the re¬ 
cords at Malacca, where it attracted the attention of Mr. L. E. 
Pipe Wolferstan, the Resident. At his suggestion, and with the 
consent of the Colonial Government, and also after submission to 
the author, it is published here that such valuable information may 
not be altogether lost sight of.] Hon. Sec. 

The non-Muhammadan aborigines in the Jasin district are 
commonly known to the Malays as Orang bukit, Orang utan or 
(very generally) Orang rayat.* They belong according to their 
own account to three principal tribes, viz: the Mentera, Jakun 
and Besisi, although individuals of other tribes e.g. the Kenaboi 
are occasionally met with. The Mentera say that they themselves 
are the real Malacca aborigines and that the true habitat of the 
Jakun is Johor and of the Besisi Sungai ITjong and Selangor. 
The Mentera also consider themselves very superior to the 
Jakun; they claim the tribal name of Biduanda in common 
with the Muhammadan clan of that name, and the Malays freely 
admit the fact of their own descent from the Biduanda tribe of 
the Mentera and style the Mentera Bangsa tinggi as opposed to the 
Bangsa rendaft or lower caste of Jakun. The latter are distinctly 
on a lower scale of civilisation: they plant less than the Mentera 
and depend more on the chase; it is said that they freely eat 
animals that have died a natural death, even if in an advanced stage 
of decomposition, , and certainly their huts are smaller, ruder, and 
of a more temporary make-shift appearance than those of the 
Mentera, and their settlements are not so permanent. 

The Besisi as their language shows, are a Sakai tribe akin to 
those of the centre of the Peninsula and look upon the Mentera 
and Jakun as strangers calling them Landas or Belandas and pro¬ 
fessing not to understand their language which is indeed altogether 
different. 

The Mentera and Jakun at this date (1892) speak dialects 
which, whatever their original character, are so deeply im¬ 
pregnated with Malay that they are little better than Malay 

* This term is never by the Jasin Malays used with reference to themselves 
except in direct opposition to the word raja. 
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patois, though their pronunciation is so peculiar that the} 7 are not 
understood by Malays. That of the Mentera approximates closest 
to the ordinary Malay of their Muhammadan neighbours, while the 
Jakun dialect seems to retain more of its original character. The 
two appear to be closely connected, and frequently agree together 
while differing from the Malay, but as often as not Mentera agrees 
with Malay and differs from Jakun, while in a few cases all three 
diverge. The Mentera although they rather despise the Jakun 
have intermarried a good deal with them and it is almost im¬ 
possible at present to keep the two dialects entirely apart: if a 
Mentera is asked for the Mentera equivalent of a Jakun word he 
usually lapses into Malay. On the other hand a good many words 
differ in the two dialects, but as they are generally understood 
fairly well by persons of both tribes, each being usually fairly 
conversant with the dialect of the other as well as its own, it is 
very difficult to ascertain accurately the points in which these two 
dialects differ from each other. 

The general physical type of these aborigines is Malayan, 
but there are a variety of points in which they usually differ more 
or less from the normal Malay type; and it is almost always possible 
to recognize an Orang utan by his features even if he be dressed in 
the Malay style. Some individuals approximate very closely to 
the common Malay type: others present an appearance as if there 
had been a strong admixture of low caste Kling or Negro blood, 
the complexion being darker and the features coarser than in the 
Malay. This is more particularly the case in the Jakun who is 
usually of a distinctly lower type than the Mentera. 

Speaking generally in the average type of Malacca Orang utan 
the nose projects more than in the Malay and the prognathism is 
more pronounced. The upper lip is thicker and more projecting 
and the chin tends rather to recede, the lower lip hanging some¬ 
what as compared with Malays. 

The eye is somewhat different in expression from that of the 
Malay, but it is hard to describe the precise nature of the difference, 
though when once seen it is easily recognised. 

The hair which is often worn long by the men is almost 
always wavy and sometimes quite curly; it is always black, except 
when grizzled by age, and in young children when it has a brownish 
tinge. 

The face hair is scanty, as also is the hair on the body. The 
height varies a good deal but the average is probably somewhat less 
than among Malays. The legs and arms are often thin, but in 
some individuals they are well developed and muscular. 

The aborigines, as has been mentioned already, differ some¬ 
what amongst themselves in respect of their social habits. The 
Mentera usually live in fairly good houses surrounded by a small 
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plantation of yams, sugar-cane, papayas, maize and sometimes either 
hill or swamp-padi according to the situation. Occasionally they 
plant coconuts. They hunt all manner of animals, principally 
monkeys and squirrels for food, and many of them have guns though 
they still use the sumpitan on occasions. Their houses are small 
but constructed something like those of Malays and roofed with 
wild atap. 

Each settlement is a sort of society by itself and the principal 
inhabitant usually bears the title of Penglimci . Monogamy ap¬ 
pears to be the usual practice, but in some cases a man has two 
wives. Marriages take place soon after the age of puberty in the 
case of girls and do not apparently involve any particular ceremony 
beyond cohabitation, although sometimes a feast is made. Funerals 
also involve no special ceremony. According to their own account 
no religious ceremonial at all is practised by the Orang utan and 
they profess no sort of acquaintance with any deity though they 
believe in the existence of malignant spirits and especially in the. 
ghosts of the dead. It is out of fear of the latter that they make 
a practice of shifting their settlement after a funeral. 

Many of the Orang utan have become christianised by the 
French Mission, but it may be doubted whether their new religion 
is ever very clearly understood by them. It has however un¬ 
doubtedly contributed to raise them in the social scale, and their 
standard of comfort is certainly higher than it used to be, according 
to the description given in the Hikayat Abdullah and other works, 
some decades ago. Even those who remain heathen or have re¬ 
lapsed into heathenism seem to have shared in the material im¬ 
provement consequent on the attempt to convert them. 

The number of aborigines in this district according to the 
Census of 1891 was only 77, but there is no doubt that this was 
an understatement and I should think that there are probably 
nearly double as many. A list of their settlements as far as is 
known to me is appended and it is to be observed that apart from 
those living in the jungle there are in this District some half dozen 
cases of Orang utan women living in the kampong with Chinese 
or Malays as wives or as concubines, viz: at Ayer Panas, Ivesang, 
Bukit Senggeh, Batang Melaka, Xyalas and possibly elsewhere. 

Aborigines ix the Jasix District. 


TTo. Mukim Tribe 

1. Ayer Panas, ITlu Gapam Mentera & Jakun 

2 . 

3 . 

4 . 


Bemban (ITlu Mentera 
Samajok) 

Bemban Mentera 

Ayer Chermin Mentera 


Bemarks. 

5 or 6 houses, 
Hun Guanas 
estate. 

2 or 3 houses. 

3 houses. 

2 houses. 
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No. 

Mukim 

Tribe 

Remarks. 

* 5. 

AyerPanas, Bukit Kajang 

J akun 

These have 

6 . 

Bukit Senggeh, 


shifted, I be¬ 
lieve, to Lan- 
chang. 


Bukit Bangkong 

Mentera, 

3 houses. 

7. 

Chabau near the middle 
of the kampong west of 
the road 

Men ter a 

Kenaboi, Besisi 

4 or 5 houses. 

8. 

Jasin, Tong Hin’s estate 

Mentera 

2 or 3 houses. 

9. 

„ Pay ah Gomok 

Mentera & Jakun 

3 or 4 houses. 

10. 

Xyalas Forest Reserve, 
Bukit Gapis 

Mentera 

2 houses 

11. 

Nyalas, a few hundred 

Mentera 

1 house 

*12, 

yards lower down 

Rim, Gating Dalam 

Mentera 

Now deserted. 

*13. 

►Selandar, east of road to 

Mentera 

1 house 

11. 

Batang Melaka, 24th 
mile 

Sebatu, Batu Gajah 

Besisi 

27 persons. 


The average number of inmates of a house is probably between 

4 and 5, i.e. 2 adults and 2 or 3 

children. 



Not visited 



